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For real contentment there is only one
thiug that beats living on a canalboat
afioat and that is living in a ocanalboat
that will never float rgain, that has gone
out of commisalon and become a house-
boat on a mudfiat,

There is an abode that is neither taxed
at real eatate nor levied on for tonnage
dues. It is just & wreck, but a wreck with
lace curtains at the windows, canary birds
singing in the cabin, and the old cook stove
atill blazing in the galley.

And in every well-ordered derelict there's
s dog or two or three to Increase living ex-
penses and to keep the rats of the boat-
hold out of the household, aft. But that
enumeration suggests only the average,
the middle class of a marine graveyard
colony. In the cabin of the real quality
folks who live on *lakers” there are always
parrots with canal vocabularies to keep
alive the memories of old-time repartee at
the locks.

captain and his wife still on board and there
will be no more bumps and jars to make a
muss out of the knitting.

But there is cause for worry on the part
of the boatmen and thelr families already
retired frum going and coming on the rivers
aud canals and for those, still in comnis-
sion, whoare looking forward to long vears
of rest with the boat bottoins hard aud
fast on the flats. The availabie mud spots
are getting scarce and one colony of wreck
dwellers after another is being ousted to
make room for improvement,

Less than two years ago there was a
happy settlement of fifty or more families
living on rotting lakers, scows and bull
heads at the foot of Fifteenth street, Hobo-
ken, but the improver came along with a
dredge to convert part of their mud flat
into good molid ground for warehouses
and to dig out the rest of it for a ship basin.
And the coloniats had to flee before the

digging and the dredging.

A CANALBOAT HOME.

A woman 60 years old or so,”who hasn't
lived in a house since she became the bride
of a canalboat captain thirty years ago, was
eitting at the door of her cabin the otherday
knitting blue yarn socks for the old man.
Tt.e boat was light and lying at the foot of &
North River pier when the tug came along,
made fast and began to haul out into the
stream. The woman happened to glance up
from her needle just in time to see the pier
receding and then, not because she cared
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CANALBOAT CHILDREN,

a hit, but just for the rake of conversation
Arked

"Where goin' naow, Jim?*®

“Dam fino," replied Jim. ®Yer kittle's
bLailin'over.”

Twon't hurt nothin', the potatoes are
on.”

But there wae something after all to mar
this thick peace and indifference as to what
was going to happen next. The captain
of the rowhoat was careless and he bumped

And only the other day the Erle man

picked his way along the crumbling plank
of an old wharf at the foot of Seventeenth
Hoboken with nine dispossess notices in
his pocket, one for each family in the last
colony of canal boat familles on the west
shore of the North Kiver. The Erie man
eerved them all alike and made no dis-
tinction among the oldest «old boatman,
| the hermit, the social leader of the colony,
who gives her cabin a fresh coat of green
paint every two vears, and the upstart
shad fishermen who live in honses in the
epring and mummer and try to butt into
real canal boat society in winter.
« This last colony to fall urder the ban
of improvement ard be ordwd out to
make room for some more spur tracks
ard a new plor was es'ablished twenty
years ago, when Cant. Wad> retired from
active brating. He's now 79 years old

Capt. Wade has read his diapossess notice
every hour or ko &ince he got i, hoping
to discover that he was mistaken when he
read it flist and got the impression that he
mus! move.

“T've been a-boatin' mixiy years,” he
sa'd, “and this ia the worst thing ['ve run
afoul of. It's worse than the insurance
comnany's bustin' ard the wrack of my
two lakers. That all happened about the
game time

*I had 'wo as good grain hoata as ever
went through the canal ard they were
both insured. But a steamship cut into
the tow one dav and hoth my boata went
down. Ard when 1 went ashore to get
the insurance [ fourd that the company
had busted inat the dav before

*I got a little gomethin’ out of the gteam-
ship and bought an old boat with it, but
it got 70 leaky that I couldn't get a cargo,
« | gave a towboa! man 85 1o shove me
in here on this mid flat 224 T've lived here
e ersf ce. Iwasthe fou-darof this e lon -,
All hauds came over on my boat three years
ago to my wife's funeral.

From his cabin Capt. Wade has a good
view of the open river, and the naiehbors
say that since his wife died he hasn't done
anvthing but sit on deck with a spyglass,
looking at the long strinea of canalhoats
and barges towing up and down stream

Funerals in the colony are frequent and
they always mean a lot of work for the
men folk. They have to go out before the
day of the =ervice and make patches on
the old wharf, hecause four men can't carry
a coffin on their shoulders and at the same

time look down to avoid the holes
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THE SUN,

you might think," said one of the women
members of the colony. *“You see, it's so
full of holes that thieves don't dare come
down here at night, and the missionaries
and folks like that botherin' people with
fool notions are too squeamish to come
down here daye.

“The last miseioner that came down here
fell half way through a hole, and if she
hadn't weighied nigh onto 280 pounds she"d
gone 'way through into the mud. There's
some of her tra ts now stuffed in that crack
over the wind: w.

“But you mustn't think that we are ainful
folks just because we don't like to have
busybodies pokin' around saboard the
boats and actin' as if they |houfht we
were heathen. We ain't einful in par-
ticular, and we ain't so all powerful ignorant
an {uu might think, an' we ain't what you'd
call slums.

“There's old Cap'n Holly on that bull-

head boat over there with the green and
blue cabin, that's probably got more book
learnin' than half the folka on shore. We
call him the hermit 'cause he's lived alone
over there for fifteen vears and don't do
nothin® but do sums and read the Bible and
l)l(’ REFMONs.,
. " 'Tain’'t all figgers that he does sums
in either, but he haa letters. He says,
‘et x equal somethin' and y equal some-
thin' else,’ and before yer know it he can
tell how long his old boat will hold together
if the tide ain’'t more'n so high z times a
winter and there ain't more'n q rats
a-gnawin' of the hull.

“The cap'n's got a fiddle, too, and he
plays for the parties we have visitin' round
to ona anather's decks in the summer,

“I'VR BEEN BOATIN' SIXTY YEARS.

guess if none of the rest of us didn't know
enough to write ouwr own name, which ain't
8o, Cap'n [olly's got enough learnin' for
a Megvr floet of scows than this.

*We're honest, too, and don’t steal coal
if the Erie does back their trains full of it
right down here before our face and eves
on a cold night., We don't touch it. We
just chop away at our own bows and get all
the fuel we need. "

Then the 1istress of the laker, to point
her speech in the morals of the colony,
dusted off one of those hig family Bibles,
which, placed on top of a coil of tarced
rope, made a convenient and comfortable
stool for the melodeon,

Lhe famuy hBilie not only <o itained
the family record, but the more important
dates of launching, profitalle veoyagos
ard final strarding on the flats of the
houseboat

“But we've got to get out,” groaned
a caller from a boat beach d alongride, ax

“WE AIN'T SINPUL POLKS. *

she unfolded her dispossess notice and
compered 1t once more with that of her
hostess. “That Frie man ain't got any
common sense  Hesn't every one of us
raid 81 a month for vears for the privilege
of being cgrourd here?

“Sad new he comex rourd ard ealls us
fool 1nings like the party of the secord
part; he's the first part, & d he thinks the
whole thing. An', as if it wasn't encugh
to turn us out of house and home, he
charges us« all for court that we ain't never
heen to a:d on top of that chucks 30 cents
more for whut he calls mileage to Jereoy
City. You can go to Jergey City for a
nickel.

COLONY OF WRECK-DWELLERS TO BE DISPOSSESSED.

the nose of the tug against the canalboat
harder than was necessary. The jar knocked
the ball of yarn out of the woman's lap and
before she could recover it the cat jumped
down from the cabin roof and snarled him-
self all up init

Now that won't happen in a few years
from now when the canal boal has got so
leaky that it isnt fit even for carrying
Haverstraw hricks. Then she will be

bou:hod forever on the mud bank with the

The rotting pier is the boardwalk of the
colony. It is also the common source of
fuel gupply. There are spur plank walks
leading from it to the deck of each wreck,

Of course, horses and a heaise could
never get down there, so when the end
comes for any member of the colony the
neighbora \'uKznu-er to board up encugh
holes to make a reasonably safe path and
then a guide walks ahead of the bearers
to the waiting hearse a quarter of a mile
away on solid ground.

“Ihat rotien old wiharf sin'v so bad as
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NEW YORK'S SAFE STREETS.

Less Than Ome«sixth as Many Accidents
Here as In London's Highways.

London is now the only city with which,
in the matter of vital statistics, New York
oan be compared. for Londonis the only city
which ex~eeds New York in population
and the only city in which the general
conditions are similar. A recent bul-
lotin published in London reveals the
startling fact that although the control
by the police of traffic in London
streets is #0 generslly praised, eighty per-

sons lose their lives every week upon the
highways ther

711 round figures 4,000 persons are Killed
each year in the highways of London. In
New York city the number of deaths from
street accidents of all kinds, as shown b »
the Board of Health returns, is only 600
London's population is 6500000, New
York's is 3,500,000, and at the rgame ratio the
number of deaths in the streets would be
2,200 instead of 600 as it is.

The Board of Health records show the
number of fatalities in New York streets,
all boroughs, to average 160 a year from
being run over by wagons, trucks or carts,
25 by automobiles, 50 by falls from wagons

or trucks, and 300 by casualties caused by

“But that ain't the worst of it. We've
all got to turn to and live in houses and
pay rent and huy ocal, 'cause you can't
clu-{x u) e piece of your house for kir.diin

“Yes," interrupted the h s ers, with a
sigh, “ard there s them janitags. 1 called
on a cousin of mine once thet lived in a
housn and she was having such a row with
a man that I thought he must be her hus-
band, and I up and told her that she ought
to get a divorce. She just laughed and
M'\'NZ

o me, that'e tha -(nn"nr e
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railroads, electrie, trolley, steam orelevated,

Much of the travel in London is done
mderground and ia freed, therefore, from
any danger from street accidents, whervas
n New York nearly all the travel is done
ut grade and the speed at which cam
are run would seem to be mueh more pro-
vocative to danger to pedestrians than the
slow-moving and constantly stopping Lon-
don stages and the easily directed cabw
Nevertheless, the casualties occurring in
New York are relatively very much fewer
than those in London, and despite the large
increase in travel und in spwed the ratio of
aoccidents on New York highways ia steadily
declining. In London the figures remain
stationary.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY
SAILS ON ICE AND WATER, T00

GRFEAT SOUTH BAY SCOOTER A
HANDY WINTER CRAFT.

A Combination of Boat and Sled Developed
by Long Islanders to Meet Local Needs
-~Used by Sportamen and Life Savers,
Too—The Craft I8 Very Speedy.

For thirty years the Creat South Bay
*scooter” has been nosing ita way to the
front. Oa Saturday when a big free-for-all
regatta for scooters i3 to be held off Patch-
ogue or Bellport, fce and weather permit-
ting, it Wwill take i s place among the recog-
nized sailing and ice skimming craft of Long
Island.

Resembling & miniature whale back, ‘he
oraft is a combination water and ice huoat.
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oountered at almost any point. This con-
dition has relegated tho io» boat to the
past on the Great Bouth Bay, while its
modest rival, the scooter, began to work it
way into the estimation of the baymen.
Beginning its career ua a “Barmegat sneak
boat® which waa sailed through open
stretches of water, poled over ice floes and
was equipped for a race through water and
over ice at a speed of a mile in two minutes,
there has emerged the full fledged scooter
with mainsail and jib, a stanch hull for
water and two runners, six feet long, to
carry the boat skimming over the ice.
Seen from the shore, a fleet of “scooters”
skimming over ice floes and ducking into
and sailing over open stretchass of water,
with their white sails and white hulls, looks
not unlike a lot of huge sea gulls. In the
cockpit, with head and shoulders alone
visible, sits Lhe maater of the boat guiding
the craft by a skilful manipulation of the
jib, while he brings her about by leaning
his weight toward the bow and keeps her

SAILING IN THE OPEN WATER BETWEEN ICE FLOES.

v
like a seal it i equally at home in or on
aither and having successflly weathered
the ridicule of ite opponents dyring along
period of probation, it seems tqehave come
Lo stay.

In summer the native lLong Islanders
keep boarders, take out fishing and boating
partiea and hunt the gay and feative mos-
quito. When the first cold snap of fall
begine sending the trur k< of visitors city-
ward the nautical hotelkeeper puta hia
summer craft, that is his hotel, out of com-

off by simply leaning his weight on the
stern.

The bhoats are only intended to carry
one man, owing to the limited space in
the cockpit, but each of the scooters will
really carry two men with ease and safety,
and the new one just bullt for Capt. Wil-
liam Kream 'r of Bellport will carry three
men,

Equipped with a pair of oars, a short
ice pike, and a long combination ice pole
and scoop the captain of the acooter ia

FLEET ON AN ICE FLOE.

mission and turns bis eyes for gport to the | ready for a trip acroas the bay. With hia
supercargo safely seated in the forward

broad expanse of Great South Bay, with the
surf of old vcean booming along the out-
ward line of defence formed by the long
sand bar.

Oystering and eclaniming at once become
popular, and duck shooting helps to fill in
odd gaps. But there are times wlen, owing
to the choppy ice and half frozen condition
of the bay, even clamming and ovstering
are suspended. Then the scooter has its
dav.

part of the cockpit, the captain starts his
scooter of7 the inelined side of an ice floe,
something after the fashion of a small boy
giving his sled & atart to take what is known
to the juvenile sporting world as a “belly-
vhopper.”  With a running start he springs
on to the back of his craft and the scooter
is off

Acrose the fce the craft akima at a two-
minute clip and at full speed plunges into

e e

START OFF AN ICE FLOE.

(ireat climatic changes have been wrought
along this coast in recent years and the old
fashioned winters which the oldest inhabi-
tants remember, prevail no lorger along
the south side of Long Island. In those
Adavs the Great South Bay was frozn fram
ghore to shore so that it resembled a great
chimmering mirror. At times the ico was
s thick and =afe that trotting matches
were held on it smooth surface,

But within the last thirty years the win-
tors have greatly moderated. Ice hoating
becane a dangerous pastime. It rarely
happened¢ that the bay wus frozen over
evenly and air holes and broad streiches
of open water encountered here and there
made the sport extremely hazardous, with-
out reckoning the great patches of thin
treacherous .ice to be unexpectedly en-

an opoen reach of water ahead. The shal-
low bow dips lightly and the water scarcaly
ripples across the deck. The rpeed of
the hoat i retarded somewhat by the sud-
den plunge into the water, but she imme-
diately gathers headway and without hesita-
tion her captain steers her straigh' for a
threatening ice floe,

Instead of a shock there ir a gentle gliding
undulating movement a# the shallow bow
of the scooter mounts the floe, and in an
instant. the craft isx again skimming over
the ice. Thir altarnation of ice and water
marks the trip across the bay. Seven miles
from Patchogue to the outer beach is
accomplished in ab ut fiitsen minutes,
When the winds fails the boats are rowed
through the water with oars, hauled on to
the ice 1 @ by means of the ice acoop an?

ALWAYS SOMETHING DOING NOW. !

No Dull Seasons In New York's Yearly
Round Such as There Used to Be.

*] can remember very well,” said a man
who I8 himselfl not very ancient yet, “a
time when we used to have periods of com-
parative quiet in the city; one of these being
the midsummer season, and the olher a
time in midwinter immediately after the
holiday season,, when there used to be a
little let-up, in buginess, anyway; but now
activity appears to extend continuously
around the year.

*I have bwen particularly impreesed
by this fact in the present winter season.
The streets are as crowded, and the cars
as packed, and trade apparently as good,
right now aa at any time; and it's been so
ever sinoe the holidays. I looked to e a
little drop for a few days, anyway, right
after Christmas and New Year's, a reaction
from the holiday strain; but there wasn't

they are still, just & booming right along. |
*It'sy the same now with the newspapers
as it is with ¢verything else. There used
to be, as I can remember, times, the mid-
summer time, for a month after Fourth of
July particularly, when news was elack;
but there's no slack time in newspapers
now: they're just full of news now the
year round; never any dull (incs any mors;
busy all the time. They are like the city
in that respect; for now there's something
doing here always,

“The city has grown so big that its own
peopie, or some of them, at any rate, keep
it busy all the time., And the then city,
marvellous now in its greatnesa and ih its
manifold attractions, draws more visitors
than ever, They are here from every-
where, and many thousands in number
all the time, at all seasons.

* And 80 what with the unbroken activities
of the town's own now muftitudinous peo-

le, and the continuous presence of a multi-
ude of visitors, there are no longer any dull,

any, things have been continuously, as or even quiet, ceasons of the year such as

are then poled across. They are abso-
lutely safe, so the element of danger is
eliminated.

Since coming into general use only one
serious aocident has been reported. That
happened the other day to two men who
had taken aboard too much ballast from a
local hostelry before hoarding their scootcr
for a trip across the bay. Presuming upon
the docility of the “scooter” they neglected
properly to ballast the boat with their
weight, with the result that in endeavor-
ing to mount an ice floe the scooter's bow
ducked underneath the floe and the craft
began to #il.

The cries of alarm of the drowning occu-
pants were heard by others on the bay,
and thaes bore down zt full speed in their
scooters and the leaders picked ofi the
men as they passed, leaving the rescue
of the sinking scooter to the boats that
followed.

The scooter in the product of numberless
experiments and a multiplicity of ideas
of which every man along the South Side
claims a share. [ts present perfection,
however, is probably due in a great degree
to the life-saving crews along the outer
beach to whom the craft nowadays is
quite as much a part of their equipment
and necessary to their comfort as the surf
boat and the station house. In the dead
of winter when the bay is a maas of grind-
ing, choking ice with no means of com-
munication with the mainland, save by a
journey of miles along the narrow strip
of sand, the crews frequently sufiered for
the want of provisions and, in case of acci-

the style of a man driving a spirited horse.
The craft is brought to a stup on an ice
floe simply by plunging the point of the
ice pick into the ice and holding on.  The
craft then rounds up like a two-year-old
colt, the captain jumps out, places his ice
pike Leneath the runners and the scooter
is at anchor

While not forming a part of the equipment
furnished to the life saving stations by
the Government, every station along the
outer beach has one or two scooters by
private ownership.

Many rescues of capsized boatmen and
shipwrecked gunners in the bays have
been made by the life savers in their queer
boats, but as the scooter is not enumerated
as part of the Government squipment these
rescuss are not coredited to the station
making them. It is probable, however,
that before another season passes, efforts
will be made to have Uncle SBam recognize
the scooter as a life saving craft of no mean
pretensions for use in inland waters similar
to the Great South Bay

By means of the soooter the life saver is
now within a few minutes' communication
with the mainland. Embarking with a
favorable breeze, within a few nutes the
craft has covered the sea of broken ice and
water soparating the station from the
mainlaud. and the »kl{)per is landed safely
ashore. Thusthe stations are kept supplied
with frest provisions, the and newse
papers wre carried back and forth, medical
attendence is obtained in almost any sort
of weathier, and instead of being isolated
for A month at a time, members of the
different crews fee! almost as much “in
town" at their stations as if they were
actually on the mainland.

There is a flaet of “scootera® numberng

CROSSING AN ICE FLOE.

dent or sickness, for medical attendance.
Years ago, realizing that some means
of communication with the mainland in
winter must be supplied, Arthur Dominy,
then superintendent of the life-saving
station had his attention attracted to
the “sneakboat” used by duck gunners.
He cxperimented until finally a flat
bottom boat with runners attached was
launched on the bay In certain winds
this boat proved a wonder. But it was
built after the manner of iceboate in that
the runners were beve!l:d outward, so
when the wind was on the beam the boat

would not hald, but slid sidewice
So a boatbuilder, just by the way of

quite one hundred in the Great South Bay,
but no owner has yet thought of giving
his craft a name. When asked the name
of his boat the other day an old bayman
replied, “Just scooter; that's all.”

Another peculiar feature is that thus far
the craft and all ite parts have escaped the
Patent Ofice. Noone has thus far sought
o have the contrivance patented, so every
bayina is privileged to build his own scootep
and utilize the ideas and contrivances
evolved by others.

Duck hunting from a seooter is sport une
equalled on the bay. Around the ouier edge
of the deck runs a rim of wood about an inch
high. All scooters utilized for duck hunting
a epain'e] white and tie gunner attirea hirn-
celf in light clothes, On arriving at the
gunning grounds, he takes in his sails, packs
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SHOWING THE INSIDE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BOAT.

doing things contrary fashion, turned the
bevel of the runners inward, and the prob-
lem was molved. Then the bavmen en-
joved the novelty of saeing the windward
runner hold the boat to its course, the
reverse of accepted theories governing
craft of this kind All boats to-day are
built with the runners bevelled toward
the centre of the boat

The runners underneath each boat are
aix feet long,tapering with both bow and
stern. They were firat shod with steel,
but it was found that this style of shoe cut
through the eoft ice, greatly retarding the
speed of the boat. Then somebody tricd
brase shoes, and the softer metal was found

ice around the deck of his boat, and with his
decoys out and himself safely hidden he is
practically safe from observation by the
game of which he i in quest. As the scooter
= quickly handled he experiences little
dificulty in gathering in the spoil.

H. V. 'Wathins of Bellport, L. I., who is the
recognized crack socoter builder along the
Great South Bay, gives the dimensions of
the average craft as' Length, 18 feet 6 inches:
widih, 1 feet depth o1 hold, 12 inches. Both
bow and sternare pointed, so they resemble
a big clamenell with both ends whittled to
points and with a cockpit cut in the upper
side of the shell and two runners on
the bottom They are sianch, lph"
fastened together with screws instead
nails to withstand the jolting and jarring

they receive in sliding on and off ice packs
The average weight is about 200 po

—

SCOOTERS MOORED ON THE SHORE.

to glide over the spongy ice scarcely leav- ! Tiv runners are placel alout twofeet apart,

ing a trail.

i‘im the boat was sailed with a jib only,
but it waes soon found that a mainsail added
to speed without endangering the efficiency
or safety of the craft Baymen who can
ateer a sailboat by simply manipulating
certain sails, have no thought about pro-
viding the scooter with a rudder, so her
captain simply sits in the cockpit holding
a rope attached to the jib,and with this he
directs his amphibious craft much after

and although six feel long tiey cu ve up
with the stern and bow of the crait and in
consequence when on the ice have & bearing
surface of only thiity inches.

Provided with wheels enthusiastic bay-
men assert that t) @ scocter would take just
1w well 1o lard as it does to ice and water,
Siud a Dywn East Yankee 1o George R.
nrean er, of Peilpert, who had cnarge of &
rcooter ol exhi jition ut a recent sportemen’s
show in Manoa tan:

“Why don't yer put wheels on ther critter
an' sail up Broadway?* .

there used to be, but New York is | coming !
| all the year ronnd, and all the time getting

busier and more erowded . "

ORANGES T'ROM MEXICO.

Earlier Than the Callfaornta Crop and Some
People Say They Are Retter,

According to a wholesale fruit dealer
duwaiowu, more fae frall Lo
to this city from Mexico this year than
any previous season. Chief among
fruit is the Mexican orange, which reaches
the Eastern markets several weeks Lefope
the California product. Many persons comn-
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sider it fully as good an orange as the |

California orchards can produee,

The average Mexican oranges are sold |

here for from $5.30 to 82 a box, wholesale.
One carload this winter brought 863 a hox.
That = said to be the record price for the
Mexican oranges.

Mexican lemons, grape fruit and
other fruits have also had a good market
this year in New York, accurding to fruit
dealera -
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Women Whe Dress Fashionably

keep up to date by reading the Fashion Notas
and atudying the dress illustrations printed
on the Women's Pages of Tux Sunnaz Sud
and Tas Evanire Sux.—dde
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